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(54) NETWORK MONITORING SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To automatically select a master station 
that monitors a network. 

CONSTITUTION: A time-out detecting part 3 detects 
a fault of a master station and selects a substitute 
master station through a master station council frame 
9 of a priority deciding part 5. Then the substitute 
master station stores the network information 18 in its 
network storage part 4. When the original faulty 
station is restored and the substitute master station 
loses its right, the information 18 is transferred to the 
original master station from the part. 4 of the 
substitute master station. In such a constitution, the 
network can be continuously monitored despite the 
occurrence of a fault and the data stored so far are 
never lost. Furthermore the fault station is never 
overlooked. 
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